THE  SUN   AND- THE   SERPENT

should be presented and oblations offered. I, if I
willed, could burn up the earth, or deluge it with
water." l This king evidently claimed to have
powder over the elements, as the Sun-god incarnate.
He seems to have been assassinated, or otherwise
got rid of, by the priests.

Of his successor Prithu, who is called a Chakra-
varti raja, it is said that Brahma, beholding in his
hand the discus ol Vishnu (the Sun), recognized in
him a portion of that divinity.2

Again, we find that " the divine Vishnu (the
Sun-god) entered the body of that monarch, in
consequence of his penances." And that, " for
this reason, the entire universe offered divine
worship to Prithu, numbered amongst the human
gods" (demi-gods).3

It seems, therefore, that Prithu was worshipped
during his lifetime as a personification of the Sun-
god. It also seems that the title of Chakravarti
raja must have been derived from the assumption
of the chakra or discus, as a symbol, not only of
universal dominion, but also of divine power as
the Sun-god incarnate. Prithu is still worshipped
as one of the Naga demi-gods.

The great Daitya chief Hiranyakasipu, son of
Rasyapa, and raja of Patala, also appears to have
claimed divine powers ; and Brahmans, <d>f the

1  Muir, O.S.T., i. 302.

2 Vishnu Purana (Wilson), I. xiii. 101.

3 Mahabharata, Sand, Rajadharmanusasana, p. lix.
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